ENGLISH

Key Stage 2 (Year 5 and 6)

The curriculum at Key Stage 2 in each of the STAR MAT primary schools is designed to help children become well rounded individuals. The English curriculum contributes
to that key aim by making sure that all pupils have had opportunities to develop themselves to become critical thinkers and articulate communicators. In addition, they
will have developed essential literacy skills through an engaging school curriculum informed by the National Curriculum for English.

The National Curriculum splits writing into two broad areas: transcription and composition. The technical aspects of writing — spelling, handwriting, grammar and
punctuation are covered within transcription, whilst composition is about sharing their ideas and thinking about the purpose for their writing. The aim for pupils at Key
Stage 2 is to be able to write academically, as well as creatively and for them to have lots of opportunities to develop their skills of writing in a range of different genres
and for different purposes. As pupils progress through Key Stage 2, they will build upon their learning by continuing to write creatively and cohesively and will be guided
to select the right structure and tone for any given piece. They will focus on: identifying the audience and purpose of their writing; modifying their use of grammar and
vocabulary depending on what they are writing using a consistent tense; checking through their own and their peers’ writing and making constructive improvements.

Pupils are taught to maintain positive attitudes to reading at Key Stage 2 - and an understanding of what they read. They will: discuss and evaluate how authors use
language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader; distinguish between statements of fact and opinion; participate in discussions about books
that are read to them and those they can read for themselves; apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology) both to
read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet.

When students join Key Stage 3 at Sherburn High School, they will be taught to develop an appreciation and love of reading, and to read critically and understand
increasingly challenging material. We want students to write accurately, fluently, effectively and at length for pleasure and information including planning, drafting,
editing and proof-reading with increasing independence.
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Our second main
unit of the year
explores the Gothic
genre. Students will
read a range of
extracts from
classic gothic
literature and use
this as inspiration
for their own
creative writing,
including short
stories.
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an opportunity for
students to explore
different forms of
non-fiction texts.
We will engage in a
wide variety of
non-fiction reading
and use this as
inspiration for our
own writing, all
based around the
theme of survival in
the modern world.

explore the genre
of Dystopian
literature. Through
a wide range of
literary extracts,
students will
analyse the key
components of
literary writing,
including:
expositions, rising
action, climax,
falling action,
characterisation
and setting.
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complete their
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Students need to
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class and respond

In Summer 2, we
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and applicability.
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English in Action:

This unit gives us
the opportunity to
explore language in
real-life settings.

Working in teams,
students will be
able to plan, use
and review
language in their
own
end-of-the-year
language project
focused around

oracy and puppetry.

English in Action:

This unit gives us
the opportunity to
explore language in
real-life settings.

This
cross-curricular,
project-based unit,
focuses on students
reporting and
presenting
information
gathered at a
recent Geography
field trip.

Gender:

Our final unit in
Year 9 (started in
Summer 1) will be
to explore the topic
of gender. We base
this study in
Dickens’ novel
‘Great
Expectations’ and
build on our
understanding from
our Representation
unit. We explore
the topic of Gender
in today’s society
too and examine
any changes.

Poetry Anthology:
Nature Poems &
Unseen Poetry

In our final unit, we
will study four
more of our poems
from the Poetry
Anthology.

Alongside this, we
will begin to
explore Unseen
Poetry and grow
our confidence
with unseen texts.

Non-Exam
Assessment 2:
Original Writing

Our first
coursework asks
students to find a
writer of their
choosing and
analyse their
personal style.
Students then write
a pastiche of their
own and make a
commentary
evaluating their
success.

Key Stage 5 (Year 12 and 13)

Most of the information we receive from the world is mediated — it is selected and organised in particular ways before it is re-presented to us. A large proportion of this
information comes from the mass media: television, radio, the internet, the press and many other forms, many of which have developed rapidly over the last few years
due to the boom in digital technology. In Media Studies, students will learn to read media texts across this broad range, and understand the real messages behind these
varied products, and the reasons why they have been produced this way. The Media Studies course does help to develop creative and practical skills; students produce
media texts using video, photography and desktop publishing technology. However, it is mainly an academic subject with written analytical essay answers and
independently researched theory and debates. It is a theoretical and analytical subject covering political, social and current affairs so this will aid a range of other subjects
and careers where insight, critical analysis and hypothesising, as well as reading and extended written communication are involved.




